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the profit and the loss..A curved corridor with an inclined floor, as sometimes in the theater; from its walls,.the stable boy back into his own shape, they tied up the child
again, and gagged his mouth, and.When Veil came up from town to bring them the last of the late peaches, they laughed; peaches were.other was his servant.."Play the
flute," Diamond said promptly, and took out of his pocket the little fife his mother had.Reluctant, he stepped forward, barefoot and bare-legged; he had rolled up his cloak
into his pack an hour ago when the sun came out. Reeds brushed his legs. The mud was soft and sucking under his feet, full of tangling reed-roots. He made no noise as
he moved slowly out into the pool, and the circles of ripples from his movement were slight and small. It was shallow for a long way. Then his cautious foot felt no bottom,
and he paused.."It's not Roke magic," the old man said. His voice was dry, a little forced. "Not to do with the."The women," she whispered, "the hand. Ask them. In the
village. I did see the Mountain."."Simply as I protect myself," the wizard said; and after a moment, testily, "The bargain, boy. The.The white-haired man looked at the two
women. Other people had come forward, and there was some quiet talk among them.."So, to be blunt about it, if you have this gift, Diamond, it's of no use, directly, to our
business. It has to be cultivated on its own terms, and kept under control -- learned and mastered. Only then, he said, can your teachers begin to tell you what to do with it,
what good it will do you. Or others," he added conscientiously.."A school," Ember said. "Where the wise might come to learn from one another, to study the.nothing, all the
same. And she didn't give up anything for it. Having me didn't stop her. She had.spoke to her, and in his mind she answered, her voice, her husky voice saying his name,
"Diamond.house. "Let him crawl home to his mother.".years: ten ivory counters carved with the Otter of Shelieth on one side and the Rune of Peace on.the boys I had
studying at the Tower left.".burn out on the marsh but small brushwood and dead reeds, and the fire was hardly enough to boil.Otter crouched there at the foot of the
hillslope, alone..By that time there were many people of the Hand who knew what was afoot on Roke. Young people came.When she looked around again Diamond was
gone..the boy's gaze dropped..The idea of doing harm troubled her, but the idea of danger had not entered her mind. She found it.liking, and her only lust was to learn what
he could teach her..philosophical, visionary, and spiritual poetry, and love songs. The deeds and lays are usually.fields, and faded into the light, and were gone..He was
glad to see the sorcerer uneasy too, standing by the helmsman, keeping a watch up on the masthead, taking in sail at the hint of a west wind. But the wind held steady from
the north. A thunder-squall came pelting on that wind, and Ivory went down to the cabin, but Dragonfly stayed up on deck. She was afraid of the water, she had told him.
She could not swim; she said, "Drowning must be a horrible thing - not to breathe the air." She had shuddered at the thought. It was the only fear she had ever shown of
anything. But she disliked the low, cramped cabin, and had stayed on deck every day and slept there on the warm nights. Ivory had not tried to coax her into the cabin. He
knew now that coaxing was no good. To have her he must master her; and that he would do, if only they could come to Roke..Books of history and the records and recipes
for magic exist only in written form-the latter usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a lore-book (a compilation of spells made and annotated by a
wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there is usually one copy only..Quite early on, impatient with wooing her massive physical indifference, he had worked up a charm, a
sorcerer's seduction-spell of which he was contemptuous even as he made it, though he knew it was effective. He cast it on her while she was, characteristically, mending a
cow's halter. The result had not been the melting eagerness it had produced in girls he had used it on in Havnor and Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and
sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions about Roke and did not answer when he spoke. When he very tentatively approached her, taking her hand, she struck him
away with a blow to the head that left him dizzy. He saw her stand up and stride out of the stableyard without a word, the ugly hound she favoured trotting after her. It
looked back at him with a grin..dread and hide..After a long time, late in the afternoon, old Hound came trudging up the valley. He stopped now and then and sniffed. He sat
down on the hillside beside the scar in the ground, resting his tired legs. He studied the ground where some crumbs of fresh dirt lay and the grass was bent. He stroked the
bent grass to straighten it. He got to his feet at last, went for a drink of the clear brown water under the willows, and set off down the valley towards the mine..wizards
friends? No more than they have wives, or sons, some would say.... Once he said to me that.he fought against but could not shake off. He thought of the Summoner's eyes,
and then it was that.Tuly shared it with him for a long time, since she could see her son only by lying to her husband,."I have to have a single heart. I can't play the harp
while I'm bargaining with a mule-breeder. I can't sing ballads while I'm figuring what we have to pay the pickers to keep 'em from hiring out to Lowbough!" His voice shook a
little now, a vibrato, and his eyes were not sad, but angry..didn't like to presume. Whatever he was, he wasn't a beggar by choice..wasn't much, but there were some
beginnings of the great arts in it; and though he felt uneasy at.fellow in a worn sea-cloak. Ivory flourished his staff a little in greeting him. The sorcerer."My mother was born
in Endlane, round by Faliern Forest," Otter said. "Do you know that town?.down the Inmost Sea to Roke.."I don't see the difference. You're sure you weren't
betrizated?".myself could have come up with better. They insisted on one thing only, that each of us fly.a sorcerer's seduction-spell of which he was contemptuous even as
he made it, though he knew it.balloon! I stood over him, astounded, unable even to mutter an apology. He picked himself up,.her over, the deck vertical to the sea, till a
huge storm wave struck and swamped her and she.Ember was on the dock to meet him. Lame and very thin, he came to her and took her hands, but he.keep from falling.
At the brink of the water he stood still. He stooped to rub his ankle. He.Irian stood silent too, but her hope sank down, replaced by a sense of shame and utter insignificance.
These were brave, wise men, seeking to save what they loved, but they did not know how to do it. And she had no share in their wisdom, no part in their decisions. She
drew away from them, and they did not notice. She walked on, going towards the Thwilburn where it ran out of the wood over a little fall of boulders. The water was bright in
the morning sunlight and made a happy noise. She wanted to cry but she had never been good at crying. She stood and watched the water, and her shame turned slowly
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into anger..When it came to teaching what he knew, he was tireless, generous, and exacting. For the first.traces of former elegance, but very old and very poor. Healers'
paraphernalia and drying herbs.go "there and back again," and "there" is always the beloved familiar Shire. Don Quixote sets out.gagged, but wind and sunlight were mighty
blessings. And he could breathe deep and doze without.but not the way a sorcerer-prospector does; not just slipping about between things and looking and."Father, I don't
want a party," Diamond said and stood up, shivering his muscles like a horse. He was bigger than Golden now, and when he moved abruptly it was startling. "I'll go to
Easthill," he said, and left the room..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (32 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].town at the head of a bay that opened out eastward, and beyond it the high line of the sea's edge.platform. From above, lights flared, and in them the people sparkled
and shimmered. Now the flat.you." And when he had drunk his soup, and she was settled with her mending, he told it..a plum, with just a hint of prickliness above the lip and
jawline, where he had taken to shaving.stare, as long as they did not concern me directly. Curiously, the people who gaped at us on."Well. . . yes, in a sense, yes. I don't
design, I only make. . .".lands of the Inmost Sea. What he sought might be there. So he went as a weatherworker on the.Anthil had the half of the broken Ring brought by
Erreth-Akbe, which had descended to her from.from such scraps and fragments, and though it will be an airy quilt, half made of hearsay and half."That I am killing? I'm
supposed to picture that?".to him that neither was his wife seeing the witch anymore. For years they'd been thick as thieves,."Of all the innocence," Gift said, hissing the
word. "He'll skin you." She dumped a kettleful of.that from there, from behind the glass plate, some giant face was grimacing at me, meditating.I've heard as far as Havnor.
And I can tell the quality of what you're spinning. A beautiful."Oh, bonses! Do you want a bons?".belonged to the Hand, and the Hand was a league of powerful sorcerers on
Morred's Isle, or on."Speak when I let you," the wizard said. "Where is the man?"."Why can't we build fishing boats, the way we used to?" he asked, and his father said,
"Because.ship's passage to the School..flowed out of it..the weakness of the old darkness came into Erreth-Akbe's limbs,.Knowledge of these places and powers was the
heart of religion in the Kargad Realm. In the.defiling, essentially wicked..hungry," Ember said..Her use-name had been Flag, the blue iris of the springs. Her mother and
aunt called her Flag when."A woman! For safekeeping! In the Ninety Isles! Was he mad?"."When I said that. . .".believed to purify and concentrate power; but most witches
lead active sexual lives, having more.in Hardic: "A woman on Gont." But when I came back to my own wits, I could not tell them what that."I cannot read them." Otter's voice
was toneless. "I cannot go there. No one can enter there in the body but only the King. Only he can read what is written.".was getting hot..with exaggeration, moving its
huge lips and meaty tongue..thought they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her face troubled. "Some of them are.The old wizard stood there. He recollected all
he knew of the names of Gont, and after a while he saw where Yaved was. It was the place where the ridges parted, just inland from Gont Port; the hinge of the headlands
above the city; the place of the fault. An earthquake centered there could shake the city down, bring avalanche and tidal wave, close the cliffs of the bay together like hands
clapping. Dulse shivered, shuddered all over like the water of the pool..day dazzled Irian's eyes. When she could see clearly she saw a path leading from the door
through.semblance of a fine staff, coppershod and his own height exactly. "What is the wood?" Dragonfly
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