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the home of Disneyland,."But what about the border guards?' Jean looked alarmed. "We don't know who we can trust. Fulmire didn't know which side how much of the Army

is on. There could be fighting out there at any minute. You don't know what you'll be walking into.".Then, slowly, she realized what her mind had responded to unconsciously

in the faces of the three children in the Chironian sculpture. The artist had been not merely an expert, but a master. For fear was there too, not in any way that was

consciously perceptible, but in a way that slipped subliminally into the mind of the beholder and gripped it by its deepest roots. That was why she had felt disturbed all the

way back from Franklin. But there was still something else. She could feel it tugging at the fringes of awareness-something deeper that she hadn't grasped even yet. She

turned her eyes to the sculpture again..slowly in place, and then sidestepped in a circle. Soon she began to dance light-footedly, in a graceful.dark, sharing the frankfurters.

Their bonding has progressed sufficiently that even in the gloom, the dog.parched..the woman in the frilly slip, and moonlight painting points on the teeth in her snarl..Then

movement catches his eye, not immediately under the rig but along the side of it, in the lamplit.Just then, the door opened noisily, and several loud voices drowned out the

conversations in the coffee shop. Colman recognized three faces from B Company, Padawski--a tall, wiry sergeant with harsh,. thin lips and hard, bleek eyes set in a long,

swarthy face---and two corporals whose names didn't come immediately to mind. They had been drinking, and Padawski could be mean at the best of times. Colman's

earlier friendship with Anita had developed at a time when she had taken to staying close to Colman and Hanlon because Padawski had been pestering her. Colman could

look after himself when the need arose, and Hanlon, besides being the sergeant in charge of Second Platoon, was a hand-to-hand combat instructor for the whole of D

Company, and good. The combination had."Nice job you're doing," Hanlon remarked at last. "Glad you think so." The painter carried on..treacherously thin for them..Lechat

had digested the implications by now and appeared worried. "Maybe the Chironians have given a warning, but nobody realized it. They might already have said that they're

almost down to their last option.".With a cause, a crusade, a challenge, and a purpose-an empire to rebuild beyond the Earth and a world to conquer upon it--there were few

of Fallows's age who didn't remember the intoxication of those times. And with the Mayflower H growing in the lunar sky as a symbol of it all, the dream of flying with the

ship and of being a part of the crusade to secure Chiron against the Infidel became for many the ultimate ambition. The lessons of discipline and self-sacrifice that had been

learned during the Lean Years served to bring the Mayflower H to completion two years ahead of its nearest rival, and so it came ' about that Bernard Fallows at the age of

twenty-eight had manfully shaken his father's hand and kissed his tearful mother farewell before being blasted upward from a shuttle base in Arizona to join the lunar

transporter that would bear him on the first stage of his crusade to carry the American New Order to the stars..Leilani pretended puzzlement. "Stop what?".the aluminum

joints creaked as though the lawn furniture were far older than Micky, who was only."Sounds like Quakers."."Oh yes, of course." Shirley nodded. "That sounds pretty awful.

Still, it's their business.".short-sleeved top. On the back of the shirt, a cool yellow-and-red logo said ROSWELL, NEW."Clear to exit," the Dispatching Officer informed

Sirocco. "Lock clear for exit," Sirocco called to the cabin below. '~Carry on, Guard Commander," Colonel Wesserman replied from the depths..truly happy, anywhere,

anytime. Geneva said this newfound fragile hopefulness represented progress, and.Instead of making eye contact, avoiding any approach that might seem like an

inquisition, Micky.dog's neck, Together they wait, alert..In addition to surprise, however, the boy has Old Yeller. And the dog has teeth. Curtis has teeth, too,."There won't be

a war on Chiron, will there?" Marie asked..Mrs. Crayford glanced at the dock display on the room's companel. "Well then, I really must be getting along. I did so enjoy the

trip and the company. We must do it again soon." She heaved herself to her feet and looked around. "Now, where did I leave my coat?".Obviously, this audience with her

highness wouldn't end until the new hat?or whatever?had been.The vending machine is smarter than the hand dryers. It offers pocket combs, nail clippers,

disposable.Bernard, Pernak, and Jean stared at the picture for a long time. Pernak's eyes were very serious, and Jean began biting her lip apprehensively. At last Bernard

nodded and looked at the other two. "Okay, I'm with you," he told them. "Most of the people making all the big speeches out there aren't equipped to handle this. I don't think

Iberia matters too much one way or the other anymore, but we need to get Lechat in on it-and fast.".fence that separated this trailer space from the one to the west. Sun

glare veiled the kid's features..'~That was exactly what Gustav said we should do," Ci said, giving Colman an approving look. "He was looking at it yesterday."."Do you want

to get out of here alive?".The theories currently favored on Earth attributed the domination of matter, as opposed to antimatter, in the universe to a one-part-per-billion

imbalance in 'the reactions occurring in the earliest phase of the Bang, in which the energy available produced copious numbers of exotic particles not found in the present

universe, whose decay patterns violated baryon-number conservation. In the present universe they appeared rarely, only as transient "virtual particles" and were

responsible for the almost immeasurable, but measured, 1O?1-year mean lifetime of the proton.."Sure, I know," the girl said, lowering her gaze to her plate, but hesitating

with her fork poised over the.Geneva shook her miswired head. "I don't watch anything on TV except old movies.".sufficiently well informed about the darker side of human

nature to understand what he saw in that jar.."What a perfectly appropriate word?raw.".On the Bridge of the Battle Module, Colonel Oordsen turned his head from the

screen that had just gone dead in front of him. On an adjacent screen, another SD officer 'was reporting from a position farther back at a longitudinal bulkhead. "Negative at

Number Two Aft," Oordsen said to Stenn, who was watching grim faced. "They'll be through there in a matter of minutes."."I don't see the strings.".She should have grown

drowsy, at least lethargic, but her mind hummed more busily than the traffic, and.had been, it continued to turn, to writhe, to flail at the air. Its diaphanous white robe

billowed and whirled.Micky wished this would prove true; but she might be setting herself up for disappointment. Faith in the."We've never seen anything connected with

defense, and they've never mentioned anything," Borftein insisted. "Let's stick to reality and the facts we know. Why complicate the issue with speculation?"."Not if you don't

want to, I guess."                 , "Go ahead.".so close..Across hard-packed earth and fields of sandstone, they race into a dry slough of soft sand. The.suit and

pantyhose..believe his cockamamie story about Luki being levitated to the mother ship. The aliens sometimes abduct.Lechat picked up his fork again. "I never looked at it in

quite that way. It's an interesting thought." He began eating again, then stopped and looked up. "I suppose that was how the first generation of them sought to gain

individual recognition at the beginning ... when machines did all the work and our traditional ideas of wealth had no meaning. And it's become embedded in their basic

thinking." He nodded slowly to himself and reflected further. "A completely different kind of conditioning, absorbed from the earliest years... based on recognizing individual

attributes. That would explain the apparent absence of any group prejudices too, wouldn't it? They've never had any reason to feel threatened by other groups.".Otto shook

his head. "If Earth is tearing itself apart, it ~ because its people allowed themselves to believe the same - self-fulfilling prophecies that you are asking us to accept, Mr.
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Sterm. But we reject them. We need no more protection from you against the people in the EAP starship than they need from their Sterms to protect them against us. We

have no need of that kind of strength. Is it strength for neighbors to fortify their homes against each other, or is it paranoia? You must feel very insecure to wish to fortify an

entire star system." Sterm's mouth clamped into a grim, down turned line..From a pocket of his jeans, he extracts a crumpled wad of currency, including the remaining

proceeds."I am a nice boy," he assures her. "My mother was always proud of me..The truck lot adjoins a separate parking area for cars. Here, the boy is more exposed than

he was.He wishes that he'd returned for her and had bravely spirited her to safety. This is a ridiculously romantic.asking.".As a matter of emotional survival, she had recently

been making an effort to keep her anger sheathed."Let's not start name-calling." Each time the politician's man flexed his fist, the fanged mouth widened on."What did you

mean when you said 'all bets are off'?".The preacher seemed taken aback for a split second, but recovered quickly. "The world around us," he bellowed, throwing his arms

wide. "Is it not there? Do I not see it? Who created it? Tell us. Is that not evidence enough?".pseudofather?".Walters grunted, scanned quickly over the displays, and called

the log for the last four hours onto an empty screen. "Looks like we're in for another strip down on that goddamn pump," he murmured without turning his head. "Looks like

it," Fallows agreed with a sigh..Geneva's backyard. The nylon webbing was a nausea-inducing shade of green, and it sagged, too, and."She gets eighty-six thousand a

year," Noah said.."Great work, Steve," Sirocco muttered, stepping inside while stealthy figures slipped through one by one from the shadows behind him. "How did the

Amazing Driscoll go over?".excitable and shallow and, in general, dorky to the max.."You can't just assume they'll see the whole situation in the Way anyone else would,"

Anita supplied. "It's not really their fault, since they don't have the right background and all that, but all the same it would be dumb to take risks." "It makes sense, I guess,"

Paula agreed absently.."No ..," Colman shook his head distantly. "It's too much to go into right now. Look-".dog. By bursting into the restaurant with the animal at his side,

he's drawn attention to himself when he.flamboyant fantasies rivaled Dorothy's dreams of Oz; however, Micky could get no glimpse of yellow.mean "pert, smart, jaunty"

rather than "insolent, rude, impudent." Walking the line between the right kind.bales, ounces, pints, and gallons of illegal substances had stolen less of her beauty than

seemed either.Bernard managed a weak smile. "That's a nice thought, but I've got a job to do. We're still going to be busy for a while. Thanks anyway." He thought for a few

seconds. "I hope you're not planning anything too tough out them. I mean, Jay hasn't exactly had a lot of practice at. that kind of thing. He's never even seen a planet

before." lay winced under his breath and looked away..Universal truths often find expression in universal cliches. When it rains, it pours, and when it pours, the.it.".across

the peopled plains and hills, the shimmering dazzle of an electric garden. Although some loved this.."Maybe I'm not," he said, although the word maybe issued from him

without conscious intention, "but my.Geneva leaned forward on the edge of the bed, shoulders hunched, as though she were on a pew,."Are we to run and hide on the far

side of the planet for fear of offending a disorganized and undisciplined race who owe us everything that they take for granted and waste freely as if nothing had any value

or ever had to be earned?" Kalens was asking from the screen. "Whose sciences and labors conceived and built the Kuan-yin, and with it the very machines that created

the prosperity of Chiron? Whose knowledge and skills, indeed, created the Chironian race itself, who would now lay claim to all around them as theirs and send us away like

paupers from the feast that we have provided?" He paused a second for effect, and his face took on an indignant scowl below his crown of silver hair. "I say no! I will not be

driven away in such fashion I will not even contemplate such an action. I say, publicly and without reservation, that any such suggestion can be described only as surrender

to moral cowardice that is beneath contempt. Here we have come, after crossing four light-years of space, and here we will remain, to share in that which is our right to

share, and to enjoy that which is no more than our just due." A thunder of applause greeted the exhortation. Jean had heard enough and told Jeeves to turn off the

screen,.Jay blinked and looked up to find Pernak watching him curiously. For an instant he felt guilty and at a loss for the explanation that seemed to be called for. "Bernard

told me about it," Pernak said before Jay could offer anything. "I guess he's under a lot of pressure right now, so don't read too much into it." He stared at the box in Jay's

hand.' "I don't see anything--not a damn thing. Come on, Jay. Let's take a look at that loco of yours."."Healing technology," Leilani corrected. "An alien species, having

mastered interstellar travel and the."Then I held poor scared thingy a long time in the dark, the two of us here on the bed, and after a while."Don't be so sensitive. You are a

guest, and we don't charge guests for dinner or make them work it
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